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	              Rosie the Riveter
             Women were meant to stay at home, cook, clean, and take care of the children, well not Rosie the Riveter. She changed that for many women in the 1940’s. Well while the men were off at war someone had to help keep America thriving, so in a way the war brought something good. World War II brought a whole new perspective to life for women.  Women were doing the same jobs as men and still attending to their duties at home. There were posters everywhere that symbolized something important, many different women were Rosie’s, and one became famous thanks to being a Rosie, even a song was written that was dedicated to them. A woman from that time continues to work hard to this date. Some things were not fair though like, the pay. There were still gender issues in every company, even if they did the same work. After the war, some things changed and some went back to the way it was before the war, but women continued, they wanted to have a purpose in life.
                                                      Rosie the Riveter 
             “Rosie the Riveter” was a fictional character, but she did represent something or people that were real. She represented woman in the workforce during the Second World War. Woman who were a part of this were doing the jobs of men and still there regular thing’s as women. They took on jobs at the aviation factories, working in ship yards, any sort of industrial work, assembly lines, welding, construction and factory jobs that were available at the time. Rosie the Riveter was more of a government campaign who had the goal of getting more women into the workforce since most of the men were off at war. Their main intention was to get them to work for the munitions industry and help get more planes and weapons to send overseas to the men at war. This war opened a whole new world for woman because they were finally becoming independent and did not have to depend on their husband for support, many became or felt like single mothers and still managed to take care of the children or had someone babysit while they were hard at work.(Pop History, n.d)
            The name Rosie the Riveter began with a real riveter, her name is Rose Will Monroe; she lived in Pulaski County, Kentucky at the time. During the war, she had taken on a job at Willow Run Aircraft Factory in Ypsilanti, Michigan. She was helping build Boeing B-29 Super fortress planes and B-24 bombers for the U.S. Army Air Corps. She starred in a promotional film about the war effort, and was also a way to promote that woman can work and take on the same jobs as men. Her picture was also on a poster for a campaign. Rose Will Monroe unfortunately died in 1997 in Clarksville, Indiana. Her daughter gave a speech about her mother’s drive, she said, “There were nine brothers and sisters, and she was the one who was a tomboy who could use tools. She could do everything.” On October 2000, Rosie the Riveter/World War II Home Front National Historical Park opened in Richmond, California, her name is one of those names on the memorial. (Daily News, Carol Kuruvilla)	
		Rosie’s at Work  
              One of the largest job increases was in the aviation industry. About 310,000 women worked for the United States aircraft industry. This made up sixty-five percent of Americas working woman class, compared to only one percent in the previous years before the war. The government didn’t only want women to do government or factory jobs, they needed them for other jobs to keep businesses going and keep America going, which is when woman took on jobs in construction, rail road workers, and business associates. They were moving up in the social class as well, no more staying at home doing chores and being a constant housewife; they finally felt they had a purpose. No longer were they expected to be a “typical” lady who doesn’t like to get dirty and only attend clubs and stand by the side of their husbands. (History by Zim, June 19, 2012)
           They had lives outside of work as well. In 1944, one out of five defense workers was a student. Then by 1944, one out of three of the defense workers was a former full-time housewife. World War II was the very first time in United States history that married women actually outnumbered single women workers. The largest company employers for women during the world war were an airplane manufacturer,   which was Boeing Aircraft, Consolidated Aircraft Corporation, and Douglass Aircraft Company. Other big employers consisted of Chrysler, Goodyear, and Ford. Between the years of 1940 and 1960 the number of working women had at least doubled, it rose from fifteen percent to thirty percent. Those who were mothers, theirs increased by four hundred percent, which was a huge increase back then. Most trade unions had separate seniority lists for men and women, by 1944, more than three million women made up twenty-two percent of the trade union membership in the United States, this was a survey taken immediately after World War II by the Bureau of Women Workers, which showed seventy-five percent of women workers preferred to stay employed and continue working hard. (Pop History, n.d)
	          Military Woman
            Also, a large amount of women served in the army. It was a total of three-hundred fifty thousand of them. General George Marshall supported woman in the military or working for the military. When this began congress instituted WAC (Woman’s Army Corps.). There were more than one hundred thousand WAC’s and about six thousands of them were female officers. Many women worked in the air force as well, but also test pilots or real pilots. They were known as the WASP’s (Woman’s Air Force Pilots). They transported cargo, practiced simulations and much, much more. About a thousand of them went to go rescue some troops overseas that were being held as hostages in Japan. Rescuing the majority of the men was success. Sadly, thirty-eight brave women died trying to help in the rescue and were never given any sort of honorable discharge. Unfortunately, woman who died or were severely wounded serving their country never received any special benefits, no status or honors until 1977, after the war. This was during an equal rights movement for women. (Jump Cut, April 2005)
	             Posters  
              One of the most iconic and well- known pictures of “Rosie the Riveter” would have to be the, “We Can Do It!” poster. The woman who posed for that picture was Geraldine Doyle, taken in 1942. She was a factory worker in Michigan, slight alterations were made to her appearance, done by Norman, so that she could look a little more muscular than what she really was. This was created by a man named Norman Rockwell, and was published by the “Saturday Evening Post”. At least three million copies of Norman’s posters were being printed every year. Although not many of his posters were as popular, but they did get the message through, women were very vital to keep America moving forward. Posters of Rosie were placed everywhere, the government was trying to convince as many women as they could to join the work force of some sort, not only military jobs. (Jump Cut, n.d, Sue Davenport)
	                Original Rosie
              Another fun fact would be that one of the original Rosie’s still continues to work hard. Elinor Otto is still working as a riveter at a company called Boeing, a plant in Long Beach California. She continues to work at the age of ninety-three years old and does not plan on retiring anytime soon. She has worked at several aircraft assembly companies since 1942. At her current job she gets up at four a.m every weekday and goes to work. Her job involves putting rivets into C-17 cargo planes. When Elinor first began working she only got paid sixty-five cents an hour and from small amount of money, she still had to pay for her son’s child care, which was twenty dollars a month, which was a lot back then. Since the 1940’s Elinor has gone through several marriages and became a grandma, and now earns forty dollars an hour, she definitely worked her way up. Her boss considers her an inspiration and is one to her co-workers. She plans on working with Boeing until the contract with the C-17’s is over then maybe she will consider retirement. She said, “I’ll be the last one there”, that is something a strong woman who enjoys where she is in life would say.	(Daily News, Carol Kuruvilla)	
	           Famous Rosie
             Another interesting fact would involve a young woman named Norma Jean, or more commonly known as Marilyn Monroe. She started off as one of the many Rosie’s, who worked hard during the war. Norma worked as a riveter at the age of sixteen, while her husband, James Dougherty, was serving as a marine in the war. While he was away, she moved to Van Nuys California and got a job as a munitions factory worker at Radioplane Corporation.  On June 26, 1945 Captain Ronald Reagan (before presidency) had ordered a photographer, David Conover, to capture images of woman working. That is when David went to Radioplane and found Norma and considered her beautiful and just what he was looking for. He said, “I moved down the assembly line, taking shots of the most attractive employees. None was especially out of the ordinary. I came to a pretty girl putting on propellers and raised the camera to my eye. She had curly ash blonde hair and her face was smudged with dirt. I snapped her picture and walked on. Then I stopped, stunned. She was beautiful. Half child, half woman, her eyes held something that intrigued me”. From there, photos of her were published and she finally started her dream career of becoming famous. She soon after, got a divorce, stating that her husband did not support her and her new famous life. She then became the Marilyn Monroe most of us have heard of. (Pop History, n.d, n.a)                              
	                 Pay
	The Rosie the Riveter campaign influenced about twenty million women across the United States to go to work in 1944. This was a huge increase of fifty-seven percent since the 1940’s. The working conditions, however, were less than terrible. Women were being paid much less than men working the same jobs. A man working in a wartime plant was being paid $54.65 a week, meanwhile a woman was only being about paid $31.21.Although, the campaign influenced millions of women and were needed for so much they still were being discriminated against because of their gender. They were living as single parents, and to still be getting less pay was terrible. Many women believed Rosie opened a doorway for women in practically all things of the workforce; though some women mentioned that after the war, unfortunately, some women were quickly laid off and replaced by men. Even with that misfortune women proved that they were capable of working in a heavy industry and are capable of doing any man’s job. (CICERO, 2010, n.a) 
                                                   Rosie the Riveter Song
	One of the first things that contributed to get women to work was a simple song. “Rosie the Riveter”, a great song written by two gentlemen, Redd Evans and Jacob Loeb that were a part of a band called “the four Vagabonds”. This song was written and broadcasted by Paramount Music Corporation of New York nationally in 1943, and was a hit among the women across the United States. That’s when a rise in female workers began little by little. Some say this song inspired Norman Rockwell to do his famous paintings, since the lunchbox on his famous posters says “Rosie”. The song described how Rosie no longer attended cocktail bars, and how it was a shame to do what was expected of her as a woman. It sang about how she worked hard while her boyfriend was off at war, how she would get dirty earning her pay, buying war bonds supporting the war. The song also promoted woman to buy more bonds, to put “cash into the national defense”. (Pop History, n.d)
				Equipment Rosie’s built
              Much of the equipment that was built during World War II was built by women. Much of the munitions, air planes, and ships that were sent to the war over seas was mostly riveted and welded by the many Rosie’s who were hard at work. Rose Bonavita-Hickey and her partner Jennie Florio drilled 900 holes and placed a record of 3,345 rivets into a torpedo-bombing Avenger aircraft at General Motors Eastern Aircraft Division in North Tarrytown, New York at the moment. Their work was recognized and both received a personal letter from the President, Roosevelt, and were known as one of the “Rosie the Riveters” women. The government had so many women employees that they started to ask for them to take on different jobs.  Every day “civilian jobs “something the government needed, not only factory jobs. So the government came up with a slogan, “The More Women at Work the Sooner We Win.”(The Berkeley Blog, Samuel Redman) 
  				             Conclusion
 	In conclusion, woman did just as much work as the men.  It was a lot of hard work, even if they did not receive the same pay. The government realized that women were a very vital thing to the war. There were not enough men who would have built the ships, munitions and other things vital to the war. A great inspirational woman who keeps working hard, an actress and model came about because of the war. Those men who were being held hostage would not even be free or alive if it was not because of the brave women who risked their lives saving them. Although it took men a while to realize they needed the Rosie’s, it still made a big deal for women because they independent for the first time.
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