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       			Introduction							                                                    Imagine putting your life on pause during your teen years. You’re supposed to be having fun, passing classes, hanging out with friends before you enter that terrible stage of adulthood, and just worry about passing high school and getting into college. Putting school and certain activities, memories, all because you were in too much of a rush to grow up and got pregnant. Tulare County alone has one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in California, which is ranked seventeen for teen pregnancies. That’s thirty-one points higher than the state average. Some of the high rates have to deal with races. As a teen parent you now have to worry about school, finances, and how to raise a child if being a single parent is now in the picture, which in most cases is the result in most teen pregnancies. The responsibility of having a child while a teen is still a child must be one of the toughest things to go through as young parent. 		
		        		Finances
First of all, one of the main worries of a teen mom would probably be if she can provide for her child financially. Some girls are lucky enough to have parents help them through the process, but many don’t have that luxury and have to figure out how to be able to provide for the child. Some girls have to even drop out of school and get a job to provide for the child and barely get by. The expense of diapers can cost about fifteen dollars or higher depending on the brand. And for one can of formula that can cost twenty or higher depending on the brand and what kind of formula your child may need. To ease some of the pressure the government offers WIC (woman, infants, and children) and can help with some food stamps and cash aid if you are financially qualified. It’s not much help but to parents who are still learning it’s a little relief. The down side to this is that about 40 billion dollars alone is spent on teen parents annually to help families that are just starting. This is on an average that 47,811 babies are born annually. What makes this even more disappointing is that one third of the teen parents stay on welfare instead of trying to get jobs or pursue an education. 
		       		         Education
           School is another worry a young parent has to face. Some have to feel like they might have to drop out if she has no help from her partner or any support from parents. Unfortunately, and sadly about 70% drop out every year and about 25% of teen parents don’t even have a high school diploma.  Here in Visalia there are couple high schools that can help a teen parent get through school and help with how to raise a child. The schools are Sequoia and Visalia Charter independent Study. I went to the charter school for my last two years of high school and remember seeing so many new moms or moms to be. That school helps so many young parents with school, since it’s also a daycare while the parent(s) were in class and offers parenting classes if they want to take it. Very few dropped out because the schedule was easier and were able to work at their own pace and still work when they could.
	Many of the parents graduate from that school and manage to go to college, usually College of the Sequoias. Some of them graduate high school early to spend some time with their kid(s), and start college when their friends start so that they can still hangout and be at the same pace. But since some teens still find it difficult, they may not even go onto college. They remain complacent with a high school diploma. Some acquaintances that I know graduated with me and decided to go to college for a while, but things seemed too difficult and they dropped out. Or they would start and take a break for a while, but never came back to finish their education. They had no one to take care of their child and had to work to get by. It was sad because they would tell me,” I don’t regret my kid, but I wish I would have waited and could actually do study something I love”. With a tired look on their face they barely manage to pull through every month, they were sixteen when they became pregnant, and now at eighteen they look like thirty year olds always wondering what there life could have been if they waited a little longer.
         		                       California and Tulare County  	
	California is ranked number 17 in the United States for highest teen pregnancies. Tulare County however is in 2nd place for birth rates after Kings County. About 69 out of 1000 girls are pregnant. These pregnancies occur during the ages of 15-18 years bracket, which is made up of 70% of girls. During the years of 2009-2011 Tulare County places 1st place in teen pregnancies (nothing to be proud of). It was on an average of 60.2 girls in 1000 were pregnant. Tulare County has a PREP program (Personal Responsibility Education Program) that is focused on decreasing teen pregnancies or try to avoid teens having to repeat getting pregnant while being a teen. They try to teach adolescents about protection and birth control, the consequences of having sex at such an early age.   
			                       Race
	Race and economic status have a big role in pregnancies. About 18% are white, 80% are Latinas, 7.3% are Asian, and about 25.4% are multi-racial. Most of the pregnancies that occur are teens that fall under the poverty line or are part of a migrant working family. Here in Tulare county 100 out 1000 girls that are pregnant are Latinas, that’s about 40%. The pregnancies for Latinos has gone down though, it was at 61.9 to 50.8 pregnancies. This was considered drop in any other ethnic group. Because of all the pregnancies it’s estimated that maybe by the year 2020 about one quarter of all teens will be Latinos. At least 4 out of 10 Latinas get pregnant before the age of twenty which is about 44%, this was in 2008 when 107 out of 1000 babies were Latinos. This was nearly twice the national average. Recently the pregnancy rate for Latinas has dropped by 7%, it went from 117 pregnancies to 107. It’s not a big change but it’s something that can hopefully keep declining in the upcoming years.
			The father in the life of the child
	Most of the children grow up with only one parent. Since 40% of the fathers are age twenty or older they don’t really stick around. About 20% do get married and only 80% pay the child support. Those who do get married have a higher chance of getting divorced after five years of marriage which is 42% of marriage’s that end in failure, four out of ten men agreed that divorce is the easiest and is the best solution to get out, woman claim it’s because, “they don’t want to man up to the responsibility of taking care of a child”. The main reason though would be that he may fear the responsibility of bringing up a child and doesn’t want his child to ever see him fail. Most of the fathers have a criminal record, have low educational attainment and live in low income communities themselves. They focus less on school because they want to earn money to sustain the child. The jobs they do have are minimum wage and have to work a few jobs to help out. Because the father steps out of the child’s life, the mother is twice more emotional than a woman who had a child at a normal age.  
			                     Prevention
	Many of the teen use some sort of contraceptive, but many during there “first time” say they didn’t because of the pressure their partner may have put them through. They especially don’t use any when they are drunk or on a sort of drug. Because they aren’t all there, 91% of them reported the pregnancy being unplanned. Those who do use or have protection only use it one third of the time or very inconsistently. Then there’s the 31% who have sex without using any protection or use it incorrectly, risking getting pregnant at any time they have sex just because they don’t want to use protection. Schools try to teach teens how to have safe sex and teach them the consequences or diseases that can happen to anyone. 
	Counter Argument 
              Although there is that percentage of teen parents who do strive and become the best that they can be, they don’t want to fall under that stereotype that many young parents get. There are those that continue their education and become someone in life. Some examples of amazing single mothers would probably be Sofia Vergara (19 old years), Aretha Franklin (13 years old and 2nd when she was 15), Niki Taylor (19 years old and divorced by 21), Suzanne Somers (19 years old), Solange Knowles ( married at 17 and 9 months after had her son). All these woman struggled in a way but all pulled through. Any teen mom can make it and has just as much chances of graduating, attending college and making something out of themselves.
	     Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, 	your life as a teen mother may put you on pause for a while.  Young woman shouldn’t become just another statistic, especially when they still have a good life young for them, whether rich or poor. What is the rush in growing up? There is so many memories and friends you are going to miss out on because you had to stay home and raise a child. Tulare county’s teen birth rates just keep escalating, as much as the state and the city encourage teens to be safe or abstinent. As a teen your focus should be getting into the right college, getting the good grades and becoming something in life. Those taxes that help pay for a teen parent get by isn’t something should want to live off of . 
